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Instructions:

1. This paper contains THREE sections and THREE printed pages.
.~ Do not exceed the word count.

2
3. Please mention REGULAR on the front page of your answer script.
4 You are allowed to use a dictionary during the examination.

. Read the excerpt from the article ‘Why [ can still be best friends with someone
whose politics | despise’ from The Guardian

This week, chat show host Ellen DeGeneres received criticism for her friendship with former
President George W Bush. A liberal who enjoys spending time with the man who waged an
illegal war in Iraq? How hypocritical, people said. More interesting to me is the broader debate it

sparked. Is it really possible to go throughout life never making any friends who differ from us
politically? is it even right to do so?

At this point, | should confess that in 2015 one of my best friends voted for the far-right UK
Independence party. Yes, that party. The one which campaigned for Brexit and had posters
depicting queues of brown people lining up for state services as a symbol of Britain reaching its
breaking point. 1, on the other hand, voted to remain. 'm a socialist from an immigrant family
who grew up on benefits, so | took those posters personally.

My family worked around the clock when 1 was growing up, but the triple whammy of having an
immigrant father, a mentally il mother, and being poor to start with made a lot of their efforts
futile. No amount of hard work would erase my Dad's criminal record, and no amount of hours

he worked as a low-paid, iltegal mini-cab driver could ever get us out of poverty. As a result, |
never quite bought the idea of meritocracy.

When [ turned 16, | changed schools. The high school | went to wasn’t fancy, but it was in an
area more affluent than where I'd grown up. My friend, let's call him Michael, felt like one of the
only people there who understood me. We always disagreed politically, but he never grimaced
when, after | became homeless aged 16, we started having to hang out in homeless hostels all
the time. He didn’t find my working-class accent edgy, because he had one too. He didn’t see
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being friends with a working-class brown person as charity, because people like me weren't
novel to him. We became even closer whenboth of us faced huge life changes. | had gone from
living with my huge, loving, but destructive, family to living with strangers, while he was living
with a relative who drove him crazy. He remembers this period as the both of us “discovering
the need for autonomy and independence from our families at the same time”.

It seemed natural that we would become friends but today, because of our respective political
stances, we have to apologise for it.

“l often have to use our friendship as evidence that you can be pleasant to people who aren't ém
like you,” says Michael, who is frustrated at always being asked about it.

it's not that I'm not judgmental, or that | hold my political views lightly. | can be a nightmare to be
around when someone doesn't agree with my views, and | don't believe that we need to be nice

to everyone. Sometimes, living your politics means challenging those around you, even if they

are your friend.

But in my experience, it's not always as simple as "left” versus “right”. | know a lot of people who
say they share my politics while acting completely differently — talking down to wait staff, for
example, or being condescending to working-class people for being less educated than them.
Conversely, | know people who call themselves rightwing who have an egalitarian disposition in
their day-to-day lives.

Michael puts it this way: “There are facade politics and then there are real politics: with friends,

you see the reality of their politics — perhaps politics they aren't even aware of.”
To illustrate his point, he telis me about a house-party he attended after Britain decided to leave é:,
the EU. Everyone was talking about how they voted, happily assuming that they were in the

safe company of friends who all think the same. They were alf creative millennials working in

film or fashion, and most of them were self-proclaimed lefties.

That's when Michael confessed his voting record: he had voted for the UK Independence party
because he wanted a referendum on Europe, as he sees the EU as a potentially undemocratic

entity.

“It totally Kiiled the vibe. Everyone turned on me, calling me racist,” he said.

He came to another party at mine after that night, during which Brexit was brought up again.
This time, people seemed interested in understanding his worldview. He puts that down to the
different social circles my friends are from — so wildly varied that it would be hard to force a°
homogeneous viewpoint.“Maybe they were pretending, but they realised | was different to them
and they were still able to be pleasant to me,” he said. What made him most angry was that he -
didn't believe that the first group of people even really disagreed with him at all, {;
“How could they, if they didn’t listen to what [ had to say?” he says.

Instead, he believes they closed ranks to signai to others in the room that they did not associate
with people like him, and that in some way made them morally virtuous. When | asked him if he
thinks that left wingers are so rude to him because the stakes are so high, he replied that each
side just views the stakes differently.
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1.B. Answer the following questions in about 150 words each: (4X1 0=40)

LA,

Having a friend who thinks differently from you ca}1 be a chore. It can be infuriating and, at
times, make you question your values. But, as Michael describes it, it's never about meeting in
the middle.

Sometimes, it's about informing your own opinion by understanding the opposite, but most of
the time it's not an intellectual exercise. Our friendship runs deep enough that his politics are
just a tiny part of who he is to me. For much of my adult life, | have had to wear a mask around
people. When me and Michael! hang out, | can just be myself.

But in the meantime, | am also desperate for others to know that having friends who vote
differently from me doesn’t compromise my political views, or make me morally inferior.
Michael finds that funny: “1 think it's essential to have friends who are different. How can you
think new things unless you are encountering difference of opinion?”

Answer the following questions in five sentences each: (3X5=1 5)

1. "It seemed natural that we would become friends but today, because of our respective
political stances, we have to apologise for it.” - says the writer in this article. Why did the author
feel it was natural to become friends?

2. ‘For much of my adult life, | have had to wear a MASK around people.” What does the mask
represent in this line?

3. The writer states that no amount of hard work could help the family to move out of poverty.
Why?

4. Are friendships formed with our own set of bias? Discuss with examples from your life.

5. How do you prepare yourself before engaging in a conversation with your friends and family
about political matters?

6. What do you think the writer of the article is, a male or a femalg? Explain your choice with
relevant evidences rom the passage.

7. Have you observed politically driven WhatsApp stories or Facebook posts of your friends? Do
you engage in a conversation with them about such posts or do you choose to ignore? Expiain
your choice.

1.C. Answer any ONE of the following questions in about 200 words: (1X15=15)

8. Do you have friends and family members who Support and vote for a political party that you
disagree with? How do you engage in a conversation with them about political parties?

9. “Iif one is an aware and responsible citizen, they tend to be vocal about their socio-political
opinions.” Discuss your response to this statement with relevant examples from the readings
and conversations that you've had with friends and teachers in this semester,
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