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BBMP campaigns

for voter turnout
Prajwal SK

BENGALURU: In a strate-
gic move to increase voter
turnout for the upcoming
Lok Sabha elections, Chief
Commissioner and District
Election Officer Tushar Gi-
rinath has appealed to the
Residents' Welfare Associa-
tions (RWAs) throughout the
city for their cooperation.

Tushar Girinath  held
a video conference with
the RWA office bearers on
March 25, Monday to make
them aware of the impor-
tance of voting in their re-
spective constituencies and
voting correctly.

He highlighted the spe-
cial provisions for elder-
ly and differently-abled
voters, stating, “If there
are people above 85 years
of age in the apartments,
such people have the op-
portunity to vote by post.
We should organise vari-
ous programmes in order
to create and spread aware-
ness among the people. He
instructed RWAs to assist
these voters with the 12D
postal voting forms, en-
suring everyone’s right to
vote is facilitated. “Resi-
dents Welfare Associations
should organise meetings in
their areas and work to cre-
ate more awareness about
voting,” he added.

The initiative seeks to
leverage the influence of
RWAs to educate and moti-
vate voters within the 28 as-
sembly constituencies fall-
ing under four Lok Sabha
constituencies. According
to the election officers this
would be a significant step
towards a more inclusive
and participatory electoral
process in Bengaluru.

Bond data unfolds sordid tale of black money

Rhea Sundara Raju

BENGALURU: The pre-
ponderance of black mon-
ey in huge proportions in
Indian elections is ex-
posed by the latest elec-
toral bond-related saga
said Trilochan Sastry,
Founder and Chairman,
Association for Demo-
cratic Reforms (ADR).

Sastry was speaking
at a discussion “Elector-
al bonds and the politics
of funding” organised
by the Bangalore Inter-
national Centre (BIC) on
Monday. The Electoral
Bonds Scheme has been
struck down by the Su-
preme Court of India. The
scheme was heavily crit-
icised for providing an-
onymity to political do-
nors, promoting a culture
of quid pro quo between
donors and beneficiaries
and allowing for unre-
stricted corporate dona-
tions to influence politi-
cal decisions.

Disclosure Drama continued

*Court asked the Chairman of SBI to give an affidavit under his
signature saying no further information was withheld
By Thursday it was up on the ECI website

“Analysts and media around the country matched donor and
recipient for about 18,500 bonds in s‘l%ho‘ms e

*The SBI wanted three months for this

Brijesh Kalappa and Trilochan Sastry deliberating on electoral bonds

Rhea Sundara Raju

“The Electoral Bonds
Scheme was introduced
on January 2, 2018, and
in the next elections held
in 2019, the scheme was
in full motion. That same
year India claimed to
make history since a re-
cord 3,654 crores of cash
were seized by the elec-
tion commission”, said

Sastry.

Political parties are
known to spend a huge
sum of money on their
election campaigns. Par-
ties like BJP and Con-
gress have been suspected
of spending around 8000
and 1700 crores respec-
tively during the 2007
Karnataka elections when

Operation Kamala was in
motion, said Veeraraghav,
an author and columnist.
He remarked that South
India has set the record
for a multitude of things
for the rest of the country,
including setting a record
for spending on elections.

The spending patterns
of Tamil Nadu and Andhra

Pradesh during eclections
are enormous said Sas-
try. “From 1950 till about
the 1970s, people used to
spend only 1 or 2 lakhs on
elections, but now people
are spending 50 crores,”
he stated.

At the end of the dis-
cussion, there was also a
question and answer ses-
sion where other media
and business personnel
raised their queries re-
garding electoral bonds
and the use of quid pro
quo during elections.

When asked about the
quid pro quo funding,
Sastry was of the opin-
ion that it is not accept-
able. "World over, United
States is a perverted ex-
ample. The United States
is not the only country in
the world. There are 28
countries part of the Eu-
ropean Union that do not
allow people to fund for
quick pro quo, " he added.

Citizens follow BWSSB notice, observe dry Holi

Sneha Thomas and Neenu M

BENGALURU: We will take
stringent action against those
who waste potable water if
there is a complaint, said Ram
Prasath Manohar, Chairman
of Bangalore Water Supply
and Sewage Board (BWSSB).

In adherence to BWS-
SB’s public advisory notice
that prohibits the usage of
Cauvery and bore well water
for rain dances pool dances
or other entertainment pur-
poses for Holi celebrations
in public interest, Bengalu-
ru came alive with dry Holi
celebrations all over the city.

The notice that came out
on March 20 highlighted the
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Dry Holi celebrations in Bengaluru
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escalating water problems in
the city and outlined specif-
ic restrictions without pos-
ing a complete ban on Holi
celebrations. “Due to lack of
rain in Bengaluru city, many
tube wells have dried up due

to low groundwater level. In
this regard, the cooperation
of all is very important for the
Board to adequately manage
the escalating problems. There
is no objection to celebrating
Holi in their homes and res-

idences,” stated the notice.

Numerous dry Holi cel-
ebrations took place across
Bengaluru. “We had expected
amuch smaller crowd but even
with the ongoing water crisis,
the turnout was great. We had
not provided a water facility
because it was a dry Holi cel-
ebration,” said Faisal Korian a
resident who organised the cel-
cbration in a residential area.

“The event was packed
with a huge crowd with long
lines of people waiting at the
entry, but the celebration felt
incomplete as there was no
water,” said Ishika Sethi, an
attendee of one of the events.

Subdued Holi at ISKCON

Amrutha GP

BENGALURU: Holiiscom-
monly celebrated at ISKCON
temples across the world
with usual rituals, music,
dance, and colour-throwing.

The celebration marks the
coming of spring and the vic-
tory of good over evil. Dev-
otees gather together to cele-
brate, sing, dance, and share
welcome on this special day.

On March 25, in Ban-
galore, ISKCON celebrat-
ed Holi by decorating the
entire temple with flow-
ers and applying colours
as tikhas. People applied
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colours to their faces and
avoided the use of water.

"We didn't organise Holi
like before because of water
scarcity but we celebrated
with all our hearts," said Ram
Murthy S (name changed)
while talking to The Beacon.

He further added that seeing
people come to the temple
and enjoy this festival makes
them realise that people
are still following the cul-
ture even though the craze
of Holi is mostly in North
India than in the South.

Kate Middleton battling cancer

Shruti Srivatsava

ate Middleton, the
princess of Wales,
on Saturday revealed

that she has been diagnosed
with cancer and is under-
going treatment in London.

The Kensington Palace
released a video on March 23,
where she revealed that her
medical team has been assist-
ing her through the therapy
sessions. In the video, she said,
“In January, I underwent an
abdominal surgery which was
thought to be non-cancerous,
but later the reports showed
that cancer was present.”

Eminent personalities from

around the world have been
pouring in their support to the
princess and the royal family.

Rishi Sunak, the Prime
Minister of the UK, tweet-
ed, “The Princess of Wales
has the love and support of
the whole country as she
continues her recovery.”

“On behalf of Canadians,
I’'m sending my support as she
undergoes treatment,” posted
Justin Trudeau, the Prime Min-
ister of Canada, on X.Towards
the end of the video, Middleton
said that people who have can-
cer should not lose hope and
faith as they aren’t alone in this.

Fundamentals of
journalism explored

Diva Batavia

CAMPUS: The three most
important traits of a journal-
ist are command language,
curiosity and the right at-
titude, said Premangshu
Ray, a veteran journalist
and the Executive Editor
at the Free Press Journal
while speaking about his
book ‘News in the Making’.

Addressing  the  stu-
dents of MA Journalism
and Mass Communication
at St Joseph’s Universi-
ty he elaborated on news-
room culture, objectivity
in reporting, and the role
of a reporter and editor.

“To be a journalist you
need to be a jack of all
trades and master of some,”
said Ray. One should keep
an eye on every small detail
to find the stories, he said.

While deliberating on
the role of the editor he
mentioned that it is import-
ant to make sure no gram-
matical errors creep in the
copy. “Even a single com-
ma, will alter the mean-
ing altogether,” he said.

As the discussion on
his book took place, he
mentioned the challeng-
es he came across while
writing the book. The
main challenge he faces
was the time constraint.
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