DECCANHERALD
Thursday
October 10,2024

K’taka happy to have trade ties
with Maldives: Siddaramaiah

Chief minister
calls on President
Mohamed Muizzu
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BENGALURU, DHNS

hief Minister Siddara-

maiah on Wednesday

offered to establish trade
ties with Maldives to promote
the state’s handicrafts and
handlooms fortourists visiing
the archipelago nation.

Siddaramaiah met Maldives
President Mohamed Muizzu,
who was hosted for lunch by
Governor Thaawarchand Ge-
hlotatthe RajBhavan.

“...we would be happy to
have trade ties with Maldives
to promote the marketing of
our handicrafts and hand-
looms to reach out to a large
number of tourists visiting
Maldives,” Siddaramaiah
said.

Siddaramaiah also dis-
cussed partnering with Mal-
dJ:ves in the IT sector. “I am
given to understand that the
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Chief Minister Siddaramaiah greets Governor
Thaawarchand Gehlot during alunch hosted
by the latter in honour of Maldives President Mohamed
Muizzu at the Raj Bhavan in Bengaluru on Wednesday.

Amid standoff, Siddu meets,

greets Governor

Chief Minister Sidda- hosted for lunch. This was
ramaiah and Governor their first public meeting
Thaawarchand Gehlot after August 16, when Ge-
met and greeted eachoth-  hlotsanctioned Siddara-
er at Raj Bhavan where maiah’s investigation and
Maldivian President prosecution in connection
Mohamed Muizzu was with the MUDA scam.

government of Maldives is
interested in having partner-

ships with the leading IT in-
dustry of Bengaluru. We are

Sajidha Mohammed, the first lady of Maldives, shops for

sarees at an outlet on MG Road. DH PHOTO/B K JANARDHAN

known as the Silicon Valley
of India and have developed
an ecosystem for start-ups,
Artificial Intelligence, global
capacity building centres as
well as an innovation hub. We
will be very happy to facilitate
the growth of the IT industry
in Maldives,” he said.

The CM further pitched a
partnership with Maldives for
educational and cultural ex-
changes. “Ourtourismtagline
is ‘One State, Many Worlds’.
Apart from almost 300 km of
coastline, we have the world’s

second-largest shola forest
hosting tiger and bird sanctu-
aries,” he said.

First Lady’s Bengaluru
connection

During his address, Sidda-
ramaiah noted that the First
Lady of Maldives Sajidha Mo-
hamed, the President’s wife,
was a student in Bengaluru.
She studied a bachelor’s pro-
grammeat StJoseph’s College,
which is now a university. Lat-
erintheday, shevisitedasaree
shop on MG Road.
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