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Max Marks: 70
This question paper has ONE printed page and TWO parts
(Write the answers clearly, precisely, and to the point. Answers submitted in point form will not be marked.)

I. Write short notes on any FOUR in 200 – 250 words each. 
        (4 X 10 = 40)
1.  What is the central argument in Amartya Sen’s essay “How Does Culture Matter?”
2. Theodor Adorno and Max Horkheimer’s notion of ‘culture industry’
3. ‘Representational Regimes,’ as defined by Stuart Hall
4. Henry Jenkin’s notion of ‘convergence’

5. Contemporary news media
6. Contemporary mainstream Indian cinema
II. Answer the following questions in about 300 words each. 
        (2 X 15 = 30)

7. The following is an excerpt from an interview that appears in Nazia Erum’s recent book Mothering a Muslim: The Dark Secret in Our Schools and Playgrounds (2017). Answer both the questions that follow.
“My little one is only six and a half years old and got hit for being a Muslim in school,’ says Zareen Siddique, whose daughter Samaira studies in an internationally accredited school in Noida. A student sitting on the same bench as her asked, ‘Are you a Muslim?’ He then started hitting Samaira, saying ‘I hate Muslims.’
Zareen says it took a few days before her daughter could open up about it. ‘I was appalled and shocked. I immediately called up the class teacher who had a two-word response, “It happens.” However, the teacher did try to find a resolution and informed the parents of the child. But they said, ‘You are lying. My kid isn’t like that.’

The teacher, a Muslim herself, told Zareen, ‘there is a lot of denial but you can’t help it, the children carry the biases of their parents to the classrooms. It’s from both the sides, both Muslims and Hindus. So often during a class educational tour, the Muslim children will refuse to enter a mandir.’ Zareen says, ‘I have noticed these changes in the last few years. My elder kid has been in the same school for the past seven years but never faced anything like this. Only in the past two years do these incidents seem to be arising. But six- or seven-year-olds are just too young for such hate.’ There seems to be a growing tension that is going unchecked. Zareen asks me how long she can ask her kids to ignore this. I have no answer for her. She says, ‘It will affect them. I think we should move out of India.’ I tell her to hold on.
(a) Write a response to what you read above taking into consideration the recent debates around growing Islamophobia and the rise of Hindutva, or Hindu nationalism. 
(b) Describe how hegemonic structures of religion, caste and politics function in contemporary societies such as India.
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