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Instructions

1. This paper has TWO printed pages and FOUR parts.
2. Don't exceed the suggested word limit.

Read the following excerpt from Annihilation of Caste and answer the questions
that follow:

It is a pity that Caste even today has its defenders. The defences are many. it is defended
on the ground that the Caste System is but another name for division of labour: and if

aptitudes. Social and individual efficiency requires us to develop the capacity of an individual

Answer the following questions in about 100-150 words each: (3x5=15)

1. Give an example to demonstrate your understanding of the sentence ‘Caste
System is not merely a division of labour, it is also a division of labourers.”

2. Does this passage make a good case for reservation? Explain.

3. "It is a pity that Caste even today has its defenders” — illustrate this with
examples/anecdotes through the discussions inside and outside the Indian
Literatures classes this semester.



Answer the following question in about 200 words: (1X15=15)

Ask any TamBrahm, and they would swear by their kula deivam (family God) that not
wrapping up a meal with thayir-sadam (curd rice) and some lemon pickle s enough to get
You ostracised. If you cut ys TamBrahms with a knife, curd is as likely to flow as blood.

“‘thayir.” A grief-stricken ‘alyyo” was passed around for everyone to add to.

Answer the foliowing questions in about 150 words each: (2x10=20)
5. Does curd rice have caste? Do you know of other foods that have caste?
6. Examine the words “ostracised”, “status”, "bloog”. What do they offer the

reader in terms of how social identities are acknow!edged, protected, and
maintained? What other words in the extract offer similar ideas?

7. s it necessary for more people to know about the lived experiences and
realities of caste? Why?

8. Write about a text and the discussion that followed in class that helped you
understand this course better.
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